
Putting the spotlight on safety
World-class testing and certification  

for lights and lighting



What are the biggest challenges of the 
lighting industry?
In 2009 the EU announced that all incandescent light bulbs 
should be phased out, with halogen bulbs to follow by 2016. 
As a result, many organizations are now investing in large-
scale LED projects as these are more energy ef�cient than 
their traditional counterparts.

Many businesses also need to do more with less, which 
means careful planning and spending resources responsibly 
and intelligently. There is also the ever-increasing need for the 
development of sustainable lighting practices. 

With the signi�cant surge in the production of LED lighting 
over the past few years, many companies chose to market 
their products around energy and life. This means the market 
is �ooded with products that are not necessarily meeting 

quality and safety standards, with no real differentiator to 
distinguish between brands or outputs. Companies tend to 
produce their own performance test reports to differentiate 
themselves from the competition, but these reports are 
not validated by third parties and value claims are often 
misleading or unclear. This is a huge concern as around 45% 
of manufacturing is carried out abroad. 

To date, there are no schemes to help customers and 
consumers choose their products wisely by taking all safety 
and performance issues into consideration. With a few 
reported cases of electric shock due to faulty electrical 
construction or overheating, the safety of several lighting 
products has been questioned.

The lighting industry has gone through many changes over the years 
and as the number of LED roll-out projects continues to increase, the 
market faces new challenges in terms of quality and safety. 

Whether your organization specialises in general, automotive, 
back, signal or medical lighting, the industry continues to 
change and grow exponentially. It is estimated that by 2020 
the general lighting and automotive lighting markets will 

be worth 83 and 18 billion EUR respectively. In order to stay 
competitive, organizations will have to deploy new strategies 
to help them stand out from the competition and deliver 
products that are highly ef�cient and safe to use. 



BSI: At the forefront of quality and safety testing
Identifying and meeting the legislative requirements for 
lighting products are not always easy. However, with 50 
years’ experience in this industry and world-class testing and 
certi�cation capabilities, we can offer you a one-stop shop for 
electrical safety and photometrics of lighting products. 

Whether you need an individual or integrated solution, our 
testing facilities are designed to cover lighting products and 
components, emergency luminaires, street lighting, vehicle 
mirrors, air�eld lighting and portable lamps

What do we test and why?

Safety is and always will be our �rst concern. We carry out 
electrical safety tests on luminaires and their respective 
control gears, as well as lamps to ensure they do not cause 
harm, �re or overheat when in use. 

The light output from luminaires is vital as it can affect the 
safety of the location, as well as atmosphere. Retail outlets in 
particular understand the value of creating the right, ambient 
lighting conditions for their customers in-store. 

We test vehicle lights for their ability to distribute light 
correctly, safely and evenly to ensure they give off the correct 
colour and can be seen, but do not blind other road users. 

Our sector testing capabilities

Our UKAS accredited photometric, calibration and safety 
testing facilities carry second generation standard lamps 
supplied by the National Physical Laboratory to support our 
calibration service for all types of lighting and colorimetric 
measuring equipment. 

We also do photometric evaluations using two 
goniophotometers to measure the light output for:

• vehicle lights and highway furniture

• emergency light �ttings and ordinary light type �ttings
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The trademarks in this material (for example the BSI logo or the  
word “KITEMARK”) are registered and unregistered trademarks  
owned byThe British Standards Institution in UK and certain other 
countries throughout the world.

Why BSI? 
We are the business standards company that equips 
businesses with the right tools and solutions to turn 
best-practice standards into habits of excellence. With 


