
What is Part P?
An amendment to the Building Regulations of England and 
Wales which became law from 1st January 2005, requiring 
all relevant electrical installation work to be notified to the 
local authority’s Building Control department for inspection 
and to be certified as safe. Only once an electrician has 
passed inspection and had the Kitemark Licence issued  
can they self-certify their work..

What are “Competent Person Schemes”? 

Competent Person Scheme, such as the 
BSI Kitemark scheme, inspects the quality 
and safety of work carried out by electrical 
installation businesses, according to Part P 
requirements. If you are certified as 
competent with BSI, you are authorised  
to “self-certify” your own work. In other 
words, you can sign off your own Building 
Regulations Certificates and avoid building 
control inspections.

What does becoming competent involve?

An inspection of your business’s office 
based operations, record keeping etc, 
followed by a field inspection of two 
samples of your work to BS 7671 and  
Part P. Why should I join the BSI Kitemark 
Scheme? Not only will you be fully 
compliant with Part P, you will also 
become an officially licensed Kitemark 
Electrical Installer. This means that once 
you have your licence you can use the 
highly respected Kitemark symbol of 
excellence to promote your business

What if most of my work is  
industrial or commercial?

Your business can still achieve the 
Kitemark. Any business that demonstrates 
that its electrical work meets BS 7671 can 
apply for the Kitemark.

What else will the scheme give me?

•	 Licence to use the Kitemark in  
	 advertising, documentation and  
	 marketing literature & company vehicles

•	 Company listing in the BSI Website  
	 for Registered Installers

•	 Free downloads of BS 7671 certificates  
	 from the BSI website.

•	 Choice of transfer methods for building  
	 control Information (electronic/post/fax)

•	 Access to Technical assistance  
	 and support from BSI experts.

Who is inspected and what is required?

The company’s Qualified Supervisor (QS), 
namely the person(s) responsible for 
signing off the safety of electrical 
installations, will need to demonstrate  

their knowledge of all aspects of electrical 
installation. If you are a sole trader, the  
QS will obviously be you. We need to look  
at specific areas such as public liability 
insurance, health and safety, technical 
library etc. Further details can be found  
in the attached Information Sheet, but  
full details of exactly what is required  
will be sent to you when your  
assessment is booked. 

What happens if I fail or there  
are “nonconformities”?

If your assessment highlights minor-
nonconformities, you will be given 30  
days to clear these without incurring  
any additional assessment charges. In  
the event that you fail your assessment 
due to major non-conformities, you will 
have the option to be reassessed. Your 
Inspector will advise you of the cost  
which will depend on the findings from 
your first assessment. A half-day may  
be all that is needed.
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Before you can achieve the 
Kitemark you will receive 
an assessment visit. This 
assessment will look at both the 
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